Using historical research to make sense of our past, our present and our future. 2. Uncovering source material.
This article is the second of a series of four looking at the use of historical research to explore midwifery. It focuses on the identification and use of source material to answer historical questions. There are a huge variety of sources that can be used in order to do this, ranging from old textbooks, hospital records or midwives' registers, to paintings, emails and objects. Several different types of sources can be used to study a particular question, and are valuable in demonstrating change over time, as well as different opinions on issues.